
May the Lord give you Peace! April 19, 2021

Minister’s Message
Hello, my Franciscan Brothers and Sisters! 

Spring is in the air, and we are in the midst of the Easter Season. As 
is true for April in Wisconsin, we’ve seen some beautiful Spring 
days and a stretch of cold and cloudy days. This may at times seem 
like a perfect comparison to how our spiritual lives are doing, but 
fear not! The Easter Season is an excellent reminder that the love of 
Jesus has conquered all. Amid the Pandemic and the socio/
political/economic situations that arise in our lives, please know 
that the hope of the Gospel is alive and well in each of us. It is 
through our call to this OFS life that will allow us to be “instruments 
of God’s peace.” Keep the hope of Easter alive in the world even 
during the cold and cloudy days we will experience.  

To help keep this hope alive, here are a few items I would like to 
bring your attention to: 

-Check out the article from the National Minister. It was in the most 
recent Tau-USA Winter Issue. The article’s topic was “Responding to 
the sign of the Times,” and the line that the article revolves around 
is, “You cannot quarantine the Holy Spirit.” Please take a look at 
how the OFS of the US will be looking toward their work in the 
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Upcoming Dates 

Sunday, April 25, 3:00 pm 
“When God Calls” see 

Minister’s Message 

Wednesday 28 April  6:00 
pm - Regular Meeting, 
San Damiano Chapel 

Saturday 8 May 9:00 am 
Business Meeting,  

San Damiano Chapel 

Liturgy of the Hours 

Pages for Christian Prayer, 
single volume: 

Evening prayer, Wednesday, 
April 28, Easter weekday:   
page 958, page 508 

Morning Prayer, Saturday,  
May 8, Easter weekday:   
page 770, page 539
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future. https://secularfranciscansusa.org/2021/04/12/national-
minister-addresses-state-of-the-order/  

-San Damiano Chapel will be having a special event concert. We 
hope through this concert that we can provide a space for 
individuals to find healing and restoration through the sounds of 
the American Spiritual. Check it out! 

oSUNDAY, APRIL 25th, 2021 @3:00 p.m. in San Damiano.  

oWHEN GOD CALLS: An afternoon of Music, Spirituals, and Prayer 
for healing and restoration with Arbender Robinson 

-As an extension of God’s Divine Mercy, the Viterbo San Damiano 
Chapel community patiently waits to complete its new confessional 
space. Fr. Conrad announced on Divine Mercy Sunday that the new 
area will be another way for individuals to experience the Divine 
Mercy of God through the sacrament of reconciliation.  

-Lastly, let’s not forget that we will be meeting in person for our 
April 28th, Wednesday night meeting. I can’t wait to see you all in 
person.  

Peace And All Good,  

Emilio Alvarez, ofs 

Spiritual Assistant’s Message
Pax et Bonum 

This familiar greeting is widely known and used in the Franciscan 
world.  Yet working on a presentation for a virtual pilgrimage to 
Italy for veterans, I discovered something else.   While the directors 
are all focusing on  the Rieti Valley, Francis’ place of retreat and 
solitude, I chose to highlight one of the sanctuaries called Poggio 
Bustone.  Among all the sanctuaries of this valley, Poggio Bustone 
seems to have the most contemplative ambiance.  It was here that 
Francis realized his war sins were forgiven and was given long 
sought after peace.  How this happened continues to attract all of 
us veterans, especially those of us who have been in combat. 

Assisi is a city of peace.  Pax – flows throughout the region.  The 
United Nations has even designated Assisi as an international 
peace site.  Bonum – occurring frequently in Francis’ writings seem 
to be his favorite name for God (refer to the Praises of God).  
Together, these two words summarize Francis’ entire theology. 
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Upcoming Meeting 
Information 

We will meet in person for the 
April 28 Wednesday evening 
meeting, and also for the May 8 
Saturday morning meeting.  We 
will gather in the San Damiano 
Chapel for prayer and then 
proceed either outdoors, 
weather permitting, or to 
Campus Ministry.  COVID-19 
precautions will be observed - 
mask up and keep the 6 foot 
distances. 

From our Treasurer 

Please continue to support Tau 
Shalom with your financial 
contributions.  Checks may be 
made payable to “Secular 
Franciscan Order, Tau Shalom.”   
Send your contributions to:

Frederick Ellis 
1320 Pinecrest Lane, #13 
Onalaska, WI 54650-3479

https://secularfranciscansusa.org/2021/04/12/national-minister-addresses-state-of-the-order/
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/2021/04/12/national-minister-addresses-state-of-the-order/
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/2021/04/12/national-minister-addresses-state-of-the-order/
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Saint Bonaventure writes that Francis sought peace with a panting spirit and devotes a large part of his 
writing to “good” as one of the divine names.  This realization helped Francis attain peace – and it was in 
Poggio Bustone where he greeted the people each morning with the Italian “Buon giorno, buona gente”  
wishing them a good day and calling them good people as if he were suffusing them with this name of God. 

The mountain where Poggio Bustone is located is call “Pax et Bonum Mountain” and there is a small Chapel 
of Peace atop where you can ring a bell and let peace and good resound over the valley and onto the world.   
What a meditation!  So let me wish you the same and a heartfelt   “Pax et Bonum!” 

Fratello Conrad 
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Formation Station 
Greetings my dear Franciscan sisters and brothers! 

Some elements of the 2 chapters I am covering in this Formation Station could be a bit “dry.” So, I have tried 
to spice them up with Scripture passages and some remarks from Saint Pope John Paul II. Enjoy! 

Chapters 28 and 29 

Chapter 28: Fraternities: Gathering as One 

Rule 20: The Secular Franciscan Order is divided into fraternities of various levels--local, regional,  national 
and international.  Each one has its own moral personality in the Church.  These various fraternities are 
coordinated and united according to the norm of this rule and other constitutions. 

How blessed we are with our emerging fraternity Tau Shalom! PRAISE GOD! 

Chapter 28 concerns structures, laws and definitions. The Secular Franciscan Order (SFO) is a Public 
Association of the Christian Faithful and is constituted of faithful lay members and clergy among the people 
of God and is approved by the Holy Father and enjoys the privilege of being pastorally and spiritually 
assisted by the brothers of the First Order and Third Order Regular. 

The SFO has 3 features: autonomy, unity and secularity. As a privileged Public Association, the SFO has 
special responsibilities to the Church and the Franciscan Family. As such, we have as our mission to be a 
model in our inner life in the Church and in our outreach to the world. Being canonically established, the 
SFO has a public juridical personality in the Church and is under the jurisdiction of 2 Roman congregations--
The Congregation for the Institute of Consecrated Life and the Society of Apostolic Life. 

A portion of the message of Pope John Paul II to the 10th General Chapter of the SFO given on November 
22, 2002 follows: 

“I do not want to conclude this message without recommending you to consider your family as the primary 
environment in which to live the Christian commitment and the Franciscan vocation, giving within it space 
for prayer, to the Word of God and to Christian catechesis, and making every effort to respect all life, from 
conception and in all situations, until death. It is necessary to act in such a way that your families ‘who show 
convincingly that it is possible to live marriage fully in keeping with God’s plan and with the true good of the 
human person; of the spouses and especially of the children who are more fragile.’” 

This is taken from the Ritual of the SFO: 

“I, ________, by the grace of God, renew my baptismal promises and consecrate myself to the service of 
His kingdom. Therefore, in my secular state, I promise to live all the days of my life the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ in the Secular Franciscan Order by observing its rule of life. May the grace of the Holy Spirit, 
the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary and our holy father, Saint Francis, and the fraternal bonds of 
community always be my help, so that I may reach the goal of perfect Christian love.” 

Finally, this passage from Romans (8:26-39) helps us to ground our commitment to the SFO way of life and 
the call to bring the Gospel to Life and Life to the Gospel: 
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“In the same way, the Spirit too comes to the aid of our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we 
ought, but the Spirit itself intercedes with inexpressible groanings. And the one who searches hearts knows 
what is the intention of the Spirit, because it intercedes for the holy ones according to God’s will. We know 
that all things work for good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose. For those he 
foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, so that he might be the firstborn 
among many brothers. And those he predestined he also called; and those he called he also justified; and 
those he justified he also glorified. What then shall we say to this? If God is for us, who can be against us? He 
who did not spare his own Son but handed him over for us all, how will he not also give us everything else 
along with him? Who will bring a charge against God’s chosen ones? It is God who acquits us. Who will 
condemn? It is Christ [Jesus] who died, rather, was raised, who also is at the right hand of God, who indeed 
intercedes for us. What will separate us from the love of Christ? Will anguish, or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or the sword? As it is written: ‘For your sake we are being slain all the day; we 
are looked upon as sheep to be slaughtered.’ No, in all these things we conquer overwhelmingly through 
him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor present 
things, nor future things, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature will be able to separate 
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

Chapter 29: Servant Leadership 

Rule 21: On various levels, each fraternity is animated and guided by a council and minister (or president) 
who are elected by the professed according to the constitutions. 

The spirit of anyone who is elected to an office is that of being a servant as demonstrated by Jesus at the 
Last Supper when he washed the feet of his disciples. In so doing, Jesus showed us how to lead by serving. 
For Franciscans, this means that the power or authority of leaders is used on behalf of the common good. 
Using the principle of subsidiarity, issues are addressed at the level best suited to handle them. Leaders 
should have a clear sense of the Franciscan vision. This should enable them to evaluate choices and 
implement steps consistent with this vision. When approaching issues, especially those for which differing 
perspectives are held within the fraternity, leaders are encouraged to seek a “both/and” approach. 
Profession in the SFO is a key element to opening the door to taking on a leadership role. Accepting 
nomination to an office should only happen after a minimum of 3 years of experience in fraternity life. 

This chapter concludes with the following passage from the letter to the Colossians (4:2, 5-6): 

“Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with thanksgiving. …Conduct yourselves wisely towards 
outsiders, making the most of the time. Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you 
may know how you ought to answer everyone.” 

The Lord is Risen! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

He is Risen Indeed! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Charlie Peters, OFS 
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JPIC Corner
Pax et Bonum everyone!   

Justice, Peace, and Integration of Creation (JPIC) … you might have asked yourself, just what is JPIC?  During 
our Tau Shalom initial OFS fraternal development and formation, very little was discussed about JPIC, 
specifically.  As your your newly appointed JPIC coordination, I’ve been reading the plethora of information 
regarding JPIC.  I learned that even though we held little discussion specific to JPIC, unbeknownst to us we 
were indeed learning JPIC every small step of the way - through our Rule!! 

So, let’s learn together what JPIC is all about.  Let’s develop a JPIC apostolate.  Let’s make a difference in La 
Crosse.  I always tell people I meet that I’m a Texan by birth, and a Wisconsinite by choice.  What can we do 
as a fraternity to make a La Crosse a better place to live?  This is not a rhetorical question, it’s one that we 
must try to answer as a fraternity as we move forward towards canonical establishment.   

Here is the JPIC mission statement: 

The mission of JPIC is to assist the Professed Secular Franciscans as they reflect on their relationship with 
God as manifested in the fruits of conversion in their lives. This with special regard to the daily choices made 
in the areas of justice, peacemaking and respect for all created things and people; as brothers and sisters of 
penance, bringing life to the Gospel and the Gospel to Life. 

What can you do now?  Here are some suggestions: 

• Unplug your cell phone, iPad and other electronic devices as soon as they are charged. 
• Replace incandescent light bulbs with energy-efficient bulbs. 
• Turn off lights and appliances when you leave a room. 
• Turn off water when shaving or brushing your teeth and take shorter showers. 
• Ride a bike, walk, carpool, or use public transportation whenever possible. Consolidate errands. 
• Use biodegradable soap, shampoos. 
• Reduce use of disposable products by using reusable containers; if you must buy disposable, buy paper 
or glass products instead of plastic. 
• Bring reusable cloth bags when shopping instead of disposable plastic bags. 
• Buy local, and/or organic food, and purchase recycled products whenever possible. 
• Plant a garden and start a compost pile. 
• Eat less meat: the UN concludes that “the livestock sector emerges as one of the top two or three most 
significant contributors to the most serious environmental problems,” including climate change  
• Dry your clothes outdoors when possible and use the dryer less. 
• Reflect on ways to simplify your life:  What are my needs vs. wants? How might I reduce the amount of 
resources I consume? 

Peggy and I noticed that the St. Anthony Spirituality Center, in Marathon, is offering many opportunities to 
widen our Franciscan JPIC horizon.  I encourage each you to visit their website: www.sarcenter.com to see 
for yourselves exactly what they have to offer. 

Until next time, keep doing your JPIC best! 

Kevin, ofs 
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Birthdays and Profession Anniversaries
 
Jeanne Krause - Birthday, May 5 

Father Conrad - Anniversary of Ordination, May 31, 1975  

Tau Shalom Meeting Recap
Formation meeting, Wednesday March 24, via Zoom.  Formation - we discussed Parts 18 and 19 of the Rule, 
in particular the concept of Universal Kinship with God’s created world. 

Business meeting, Saturday, April 10, via Zoom. We were a small group, given the proximity of Easter with 
people traveling.  Emilio shared a meditation on Sunday’s gospel reading, and we were blessed with the 
sharing of our members’ recent experiences of God’s love in our lives.   

The Rule of the Secular Franciscan Order - Article 22
“The local fraternity is to be established canonically.  It becomes the basic unit of the whole Order 
and a visible sign of the Church, the community of love.  This should be the privileged place for 
developing a sense of Church and the Franciscan vocation and for enlivening the apostolic life of its 
members.”  

The local fraternity is the basic living organism of the whole Secular Franciscan Order and a visible 
sign of the whole Church in miniature (#22).  Hence, its beginning and development is guided by 
Church authority, for it is the center for spiritual growth, apostolic out-reach, and loving union 
among members.  This paragraph calls the members to relate with one another more personally 
and intensely and stresses the ties with the local bishop. 

from The Rule of the Secular Franciscan Order with Catechism and Instructions (1981)
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A Special Event
Please make plans to attend “When God 
Calls, an event at San Damiano Chapel 
next Sunday afternoon.   
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An afternoon of Music, Spirituals and Prayer 
for healing and restoration with

Arbender Robinson
April 25, 2021
3:00 PM 
San Damiano Chapel
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